
EIGHTH DECLARATION OF DISASTER

(COVID-19)

WHEREAS, the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak has been recognized as
a pandemic by the World Health Organization and is a contagious respiratory
virus; and

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, pursuant to Section 418.014 of the Texas
Covemment Code, the Governor declared a state of disaster for the State of Texas;

and

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, Lubbock County, Texas declared a state of
disaster; and

WHEREAS, as of March 16, 2020, certain schools, universities, and other

governmental entities had begun to alter their schedules, and some venues were
beginning to temporarily close, as precautionary responses to the increasing
presence of COVID-19 in Texas; and

WHEREAS, costs incurred to prepare for and respond to COVID-19 are expected
to mount at the local level; and

WHEREAS, the City of Eubbock has already taken numerous steps to prepare for
COVID-19, such as coordinating preparedness efforts across state and local
agencies, and working with local partners to promote appropriate mitigation
efforts; and

WHEREAS, it is critical for the City of Lubbock to take additional steps to prepare
for, respond to, and mitigate the spread of COVID-19 to protect the health and
welfare of the citizens of Lubbock and the surrounding area; and

WHEREAS, declaring a state of disaster will facilitate and expedite the use and
deployment of resources to enhance preparedness and response; and

WHEREAS, in light of recommendations from the Centers for Disease Control
regarding social distancing protocols, it is necessary to issue guidance regarding
public and private gatherings in order to mitigate the spread of the disease and
preserve and protect public health; and

WHEREAS, on March 19, 2020, Governor Greg Abbott issued statewide orders;
and

WHEREAS, the Mayor has issued several Declarations of Disaster, to facilitate
enforcement of the Governor's Order; and































Resolution No. 2020-R0148

Item No. 7.1

April 28, 2020

RESOLUTION CONFIRMING AND CONTINUING THE MAYOR'S

EIGHTH DECLARATION OF DISASTER

(COVID-19)

WHEREAS, the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak has been recognized as
a pandemic by the World Health Organization and is a contagious respiratory virus;
and

WHEREAS, the Mayor has issued multiple Declarations of Disaster in response to
the COVID-19 pandemic; and

WHEREAS, since April 14, 2020, Lubbock has experienced less than 15 new cases
of COVID-19 per day, and less than 7 new cases for 4 of those days; and

WHEREAS, as of April 27, 2020 there have been 504 confirmed cases of COVID-
19 infections, of which only 289 remain active; and

WHEREAS, as of April 27, 2020, Lubbock's hospital bed capacity is more than
adequate to treat the current rate of COVID-19 cases; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor has issued a Eighth Declaration of Disaster, which adopts
and incorporates the governor's recent executive order (GA-18) regarding the
reopening of retail businesses; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor's Eighth Declaration of Disaster also creates the Lubbock
Safel Certification program to recognize businesses and their customers who
choose to adhere to the program's voluntary guidelines, demonstrating that they are
going above and beyond the required health and safety protocols, and entitling the
business to use the Lubbock Safel designation in its advertising and marketing; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of Lubbock has determined that it is necessary to
renew and continue the state of local disaster.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED AND DECLARED BY THE

CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LUBBOCK, TEXAS:

1. That the City Council consents to the Mayor's Eighth Declaration of a Local
State of Disaster, a true and correct copy of which is attached to this
Resolution as Exhibit A as if copied verbatim, including the adoption of
executive order GA-18 and the creation of the Lubbock Safe! program, and
hereby renews and continues the local state of disaster for the City of
Lubbock, Texas pursuant to §418.108(b) of the Texas Government Code; and

2. The Mayor may update the restrictions set out in the Declaration as necessary
to respond to the evolving circumstances of this outbreak during the duration
of the Disaster Declaration issued on this date and any extension of the
Declaration by the City Council of the City of Lubbock; and
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