
Staff Proposed Amendments to Landscaping and Bufferyards 

 

1. Section 39.03.015.e – Groundcover Requirements    

 

a. Current Language: Groundcover Requirements. Eligible groundcover area shall not include concrete, 

asphalt, or other impervious surfaces, with the exception of xeriscape groundcover, rocks, decorative 

pavers, or stamped, dyed concrete which may be used only within the first one and one-half feet of the 

parking island to allow persons to access their vehicle without stepping on landscaping. The height of 

the groundcover plant species chosen shall not interfere with the triangle established in 

Section 39.02.022, Measurements, along access drives or anywhere throughout the parking lot. 

 

b. Proposed Revision: Groundcover Requirements. Eligible groundcover area shall not include concrete, 

asphalt, or other impervious surfaces., with the exception of x Xeriscape groundcover, rocks 

(gravel), decorative pavers, or stamped, dyed concrete which may be used, provided there are a 

minimum of 5 live plants planted within the groundcover area, for every 100 square feet of the 

groundcover area only within the first one and one-half feet of the parking island to allow persons to 

access their vehicle without stepping on landscaping. The height of the groundcover plant species 

chosen shall not interfere with the triangle established in Section 39.02.022, Measurements, along 

access drives or anywhere throughout the parking lot.  

 

 

2. Table 39.03.016-2 – Bufferyard Classifications and Division 3.4 Trees, Landscaping, and Buffering 

 

a. Proposed Revision: Remove all references to shrubs and Natural Bufferyards.  

 

b. Add:  

i. When a District Bufferyard is required along the rear property line, a minimum 7 foot tall solid 

masonry fence meeting the regulations in Section 39.03.016.e., may be installed along the rear 

property line, in lieu of the landscape bufferyard. 

 

ii. When a District Bufferyard is required along the rear property line adjacent to an alley, either a 

minimum 7 foot tall solid masonry fence meeting the regulations in Section 39.03.016.e., or the 

required landscape bufferyard with a minimum 7 foot tall solid wood fence, must be installed 

along the rear property line. 

 

c. Change the berm width from 34’ to 18’ on Type A. 

d. Change the berm width from 34’ to 26’ on Type B. 

e. Change the number of Ornamental Trees per 100 Linear Feet from 4 to 3 on Type C. 

f. Change the number of Canopy Trees per 100 Linear Feet from 4 to 3 on Type D. 

g. Change the number of Ornamental Trees per 100 Linear Feet from 6 to 3 on Type D. 

h. Amend Figure 39.03.016-1 Bufferyard Examples to only show the one bufferyard example for each of 

the four types. 

i. On Type D change Structural to Without Berm: 30 

j. On Height of Wall or Fence change from 6 to 7 
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3. Table 39.03.015-1 Landscape Points System 

 

a. Proposed Revision: Change “One canopy or two ornamental trees per 1,000 square feet to 2,000 square 

feet.” Change “Six shrubs per 1,000 square feet to 2,000 square feet. ” 

 

 

 

4. Section 39.10.002 Definitions 

 

a. Current Language: Groundcover means plants of species that will not generally reach a height of more 

than two feet, installed in such a manner as to form a continuous cover over the ground.  Groundcover 

includes sod, ornamental grasses, mulch, or perennial or seasonal plantings and are listed as a 

Groundcover in Appendix A, Plant List. 

 

b. Proposed Revision: Groundcover means plants of species that will not generally reach a height of more 

than two feet, installed in such a manner as to form a continuous cover over the ground.  Groundcover 

includes sod, ornamental grasses, mulch, or perennial or seasonal plantings and are listed as a 

Groundcover in Appendix A, Plant List. Xeriscape groundcover, where a minimum of 5 live plants are 

planted within the groundcover area, for every 100 square feet of the groundcover area, is included in 

this definition. 
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5. Table 39.03.015-1 Landscape Points System 

 

a. Proposed Revision: Replace this element with the proposal below: 

 

 

 

6. Section 39.03.019.a.6.B -  Installation & Maintenance 

 

a. Current Language: Two one-gallon shrubs are the equivalent of one three-gallon shrub. The minimum 

number of shrubs required per this Division is based on three-gallon shrubs. If one-gallon shrubs are 

used, the required number of shrubs shall increase to comply with the 2:1 ratio.    

 

 



b. Proposed Revision: Two one-gallon shrubs are the equivalent of one three-gallon shrub. The minimum 

number of shrubs required per this Division is based on three-gallon shrubs. If one-gallon shrubs are 

used, the required number of shrubs shall increase to comply with the 2:1 ratio.    

 

c. Change the minimum size for shrub from 3 gal. to 1 gal. 

 

7. Section 39.10.002 - Definitions 

 

a. Current Language: Canopy Tree means a tree exceeding 30 feet in height at maturity, planted for its 

high crown of foliage or overhead canopy and listed as a Canopy Tree in Appendix A, Plant List. 

 

b. Proposed Revision:  Canopy Tree means a tree whose canopy is a minimum of 20 feet in width 

exceeding 30 feet in height at maturity, planted for its high crown of foliage or overhead canopy and 

listed as a Canopy Tree in Appendix A, Plant List. 

 

c. Current Language: Ornamental Tree means a tree 30 feet or less in height at maturity, planted primarily 

for its ornamental value such as flowers, leaf color, size, or shape and listed as an Ornamental Tree in 

Appendix A, Plant List. 

 

d. Proposed Revision:  Ornamental Tree means a tree whose canopy is a minimum of 10 feet in width 30 

feet or less in height at maturity, planted primarily for its ornamental value such as flowers, leaf color, 

size, or shape and listed as an Ornamental Tree in Appendix A, Plant List. 

 

8. Appendix A Plant List and Chapter 39 – Unified Development Code 

 

a. Proposed Revision: Remove Appendix A in its entirety and all references to it within the UDC. 

 

 

9. Section 39.03.019.a.2 – Installation and Maintenance  

 

a. Current Language: Standards. Within each category of required landscaping (canopy trees, ornamental 

trees, evergreen trees, and shrubs): 

A. Not more than 60 percent shall be of any one genus; and 

B. Not more than 40 percent shall be of any one species. 

 

b. Proposed Revision: Standards. Within each category of required landscaping (canopy trees, ornamental 

trees, evergreen trees, and shrubs): 

A. Not more than 60 percent shall be of any one genus; and 

B. Not more than 40 percent shall be of any one species. 
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10. Section 39.03.016.e.1 – Bufferyard Standards 

 

a. Proposed Revision: Generally. 

A. Voluntary Increase in Bufferyard.  Where a lower classification bufferyard is required, the 

applicant may voluntarily provide a higher classification bufferyard, in part or in whole. 

B. Groundcover Requirements.  In addition to the required plantings, walls, fences, and berms, the 

remaining portions of all bufferyards shall contain groundcover. 

C. Landscape Points for Bufferyard. Where a bufferyard is needed, correct location and 

composition of bufferyard shall result in +10 points towards the total number of landscape points 

required on a project. 

 

11. Section 39.03.014.b General Provisions and Table 39.03.014-1 Required Landscaping Types Summary 

 

a. Current Language: Required Landscaping Types. Table 39.03.014-1, Required Landscaping Types 

Summary, sets out the landscaping types eligible for points in each zoning district. Figure 39.03.014-

1, Illustrative Landscape Types, depicts these types. 

 

b. Proposed Revision: Required Eligible Landscaping Types. Table 39.03.014-1, Required Landscaping 

Types Summary, sets out the landscaping types eligible for points in each zoning district. 

Figure 39.03.014-1, Illustrative Landscape Types, depicts these the landscaping types eligible for points. 

 

c. Proposed Revision: Delete Table 39.03.014-1 in its entirety and all references to it.  

 

12. Table 39.03.015-1 Landscape Points System 

 

a. Proposed Revision: Remove the following items 

 

 

13. Table 39.03.015-1 Landscape Points System 

 

a. Proposed Revision: Remove this item in its entirety 
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14. Section 39.03.016.e.3.B – Parking Bufferyard Standards 

 

a. Current Language: Composition. A parking area buffer shall be composed of one of the following 

screening devices that are two feet tall:   

 

b. Proposed Revision: Composition. A parking area buffer shall be composed of one any combination of 

the following screening devices that are two feet tall:   

 

15. Section 39.03.019.e.6 -  Installation and Maintenance  

 

a. Current Language: Maintenance Easement. In a multi-tenant development, a maintenance easement a 

minimum of five feet in width shall be dedicated to the homeowners' or property owners' association, 

PID, or TIF along applicable property lines within the development. 

 

b. Proposed Revision: Maintenance Easement. In a multi-tenant development, a maintenance easement a 

minimum of five feet in width shall be dedicated to the homeowners' or property owners' association, 

PID, or TIF along applicable property lines within the development. 

 

 

16. Table 39.03.014-1 – Required Landscaping Types Summary 

 

a. Current Language: Bufferyards are required for new residential development that is developed using 

the Cluster subdivision option. 

 

b. Proposed Revision: Remove this requirement. 

 

 

17. Table 39.03.015-1 – Landscape Points System 

 



a. Proposed Revision: Replace all Parking Lot Landscape Elements with one element: 

 

 

18. Table 39.03.015-1 – Landscape Points System - Other 

 

a. Proposed Revision: Remove this item: 

 

 

19. Section 39.03.016.e.4 – Street Bufferyard 

 

a. Current Language: Street Bufferyard. A street bufferyard shall be required for any new residential 

development that is developed using the Cluster subdivision option or any applicable development in 

the OF or AC zoning districts based on the classification of the adjacent street in the current City of 

Lubbock Master Thoroughfare Plan and according to Table 39.03.016-3, Street Bufferyard Requirements. 

The street bufferyard shall be located along the entire length of the street (except for alleys) and shall 

be owned and maintained by the property owner, homeowners' association, property owners' 

association, Public Improvement District (PID), or Tax Increment Finance District (TIF).  These buffers 

shall meet the requirements of the district bufferyard standards in composition.      

 

b. Proposed Revision: Street Bufferyard. A street bufferyard shall be required for any new residential 

development that is developed using the Cluster subdivision option or any applicable development in 

the OF or AC zoning districts based on the classification of the adjacent street in the current City of 

Lubbock Master Thoroughfare Plan and according to Table 39.03.016-3, Street Bufferyard Requirements. 

The street bufferyard shall be located along the entire length of the street (except for alleys) and shall 

be owned and maintained by the property owner, homeowners' association, property owners' 
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association, Public Improvement District (PID), or Tax Increment Finance District (TIF).  These buffers 

shall meet the requirements of the district bufferyard standards in composition.      

 

20. Table 39.03.016-3 – Street Bufferyard Requirements  

 

a. Proposed Revision:  

 

 

21. Section 39.03.016.e.3.A – Parking Bufferyard Standards 

 

c. Current Language: Applicability. All parking areas with more than 10 parking spaces shall have a 

bufferyard between the street and the edge of the parking areas as follows:   

 

d. Proposed Revision: Applicability. All parking areas with more than 10 30 parking spaces between the 

building and the street shall have a bufferyard between the street and the edge of the parking areas as 

follows:   

 

 

22. Section 39.03.016.e.3.B.i – Parking Bufferyard Standards - Composition 

 

a. Current Language:  

i. Continuous hedge; 

ii. Continuous row of ornamental grasses; 

 

b. Proposed Revision:  

i. Continuous hedge; plant spacing at time of planting to provide continuous screening at time of 

plant maturity; 

ii. Continuous row of ornamental grasses; 

 

23. Section 39.03.019.d.6 -  Installation and Maintenance  

 

a. Current Language: Mulch and Inorganic Ground Cover. Wood-based mulch and inorganic ground cover, 

including rock and wood chips, may be used around all plantings and in all plant beds. Large areas of 

wood mulch or inorganic ground cover that do not contain plantings are not permitted except when 

used around a site amenity. Synthetic turf is prohibited except in limited applications deemed 

acceptable by the Director of Planning. 

 

b. Proposed Revision: Mulch and Inorganic Ground Cover. Wood-based mulch and inorganic ground cover, 

including rock and wood chips, may be used around all plantings and in all plant beds. Large areas of 

wood mulch or inorganic ground cover that do not contain plantings are not permitted except when 



used around a site amenity. Synthetic turf is allowed prohibited except in limited applications deemed 

acceptable by the Director of Planning. 

 

24. Section 39.03.015 – Development Landscaping 

 

a. Current Language: None. 

 

b. Proposed Revision: f. Contextual Landscape Requirement. Where an infill project is constructed on 

property zoned Industrial Park (IP), Light Industrial (LI), or General Industrial (GI) and the property is not 

adjacent to or across from any residentially zoned property, the infill site may match the landscape area 

coverage percentage and planting materials density on the average of those developed neighboring 

properties. 

 

25. Section 39.03.015 – Development Landscaping 

 

a. Current Language: None. 

 

b. Proposed Revision: f. Landscape Architect. When the landscape plan is stamped and sealed by a 

licensed landscape architect, it shall result in +5 points towards the total number of landscape points 

required on a project. 

 

26. Figure 39.03.015-2 – Illustrative Parking Lot Planting Requirements 

 

a. Proposed Revision: 

 

27. Section 39.03.016.d.1 - Composition of Bufferyards  

 

a. Proposed Revision: Delete the language below in its entirety 



 

 

28. Table 39.03.016-1 – District Bufferyard Standards 

 

a. Proposed Revisions:  

i. Move the IP district to the LI category 

ii. Move the MU-1 district to the MU-2 through MU-5 district 

iii. Remove the requirement for a Type B bufferyard when developing GI property adjacent to LI/IP 

iv. Remove the requirement for a Type A bufferyard when developing SF-1/SF-2 property adjacent 

to RE 

v. Remove the requirement for a Type A bufferyard when developing AC/HC adjacent to NC/OF 
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