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History of Brick Streets in Lubbock
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Pre-1920 – Dirt streets maintained with water for dust control
1920 – The City of  Lubbock’s first bond for the paving of  City Streets with 

vitrified brick from the Thurber Brick Company 

Original installation of Broadway 1920’s



History of Brick Streets in Lubbock
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1920 to 1930 – Construction of  most brick streets that exist today



History of Brick Streets in Lubbock
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1930 – All future paving was constructed in asphalt
1982 – Resolution No. 1024 adopted a policy of  continued protection of  

all of  the City’s brick streets
1982 – City purchased approximately 345,000 used brick pavers from the  

Cities of  Plainview and Crosbyton for use on Broadway



Broadway
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1984 to 1985 – The City of  Lubbock contracted with Kerr Construction Company for the Broadway
Brick Renovation from University Avenue to Avenue R

Broadway 1984

Broadway 1985



Adopted City Ordinances/Policies 
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• 2006 – Ordinance No. 2006-O0069 adopted in response to numerous utility repairs, installations, street repairs, 
and resurfacing projects that had left a patchwork of  brick, asphalt, and concrete.  

• 2008 – Adopted the Lubbock Downtown Revitalization Plan 
which included a recommendation to maintain and/or extend 
brick paving on: Broadway, Avenue J, Buddy Holly, & Crickets

• 2012 – Downtown Public Improvements Design Standards which reiterated the protection of  brick streets and 
encouraged the use of  stored historic brick for projects before using new or non-historic brick

• 2018 – Updated the Downtown Public Improvements Design Standards
• Amended what types of  projects trigger the public 

improvement requirements, the approval process,
and updated the boundary

• 2020 – New Downtown Master Plan adopted by the Lubbock City Council to include recommendations pertaining 
to brick streets



New City Ordinance – 2020
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2020 Public Meetings on new Ordinance regarding Brick Streets: 

01-14-2020 City Council Work Session

01-28-2020 City Council Work Session on Downtown Master Plan Update

07-02-2020 Planning and Zoning Commission Public Hearing and Presentation

07-29-2020 City Council Adoption of  the Downtown Master Plan Update

07-28-2020 City Council Work Session, Public Hearing, and 1st Read of  Proposed Ordinance

08-18-2020 Urban Design and Historic Preservation Committee Presentation

08-25-2020 City Council 2nd Read and Adoption of  New Ordinance



Ordinance No. 2020-O098
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• August 25, 2020 City Council Adopted Ordinance No. 2020-O0098 redefining the protection of  
Brick Streets and Alleys.



Public Input Process 
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2023 Public Meetings on Broadway
• 01/12/2023: CBD TIF Board Meeting

• 01/17/2023: UDHPC Meeting

• 02/20/2023:  Joint CBD TIF/UDHPC Subcommittee 

• 02/21/2023: UDHPC Meeting

• 03/02/2023: CBD TIF Board Meeting

• 03/20/2023:  UDHPC Meeting 

• 04/11/2023: CBD TIF Board Meeting

• 04/18/2023: UDHPC Recommendation

• 05/15/2023: Survey Launched

• 05/25/2023: Public Input Meeting

• 06/06/2023: Town Hall District 6

• 06/13/2023:  Survey Closed 



CBD TIF Recommendations
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• A design firm should be hired to provide a complete design for the street.

• Underground utilities should be considered at the same time as street repair.

• The design should provide a balance between what is historical and what is practical.

• The CBD TIF Board’s preference would be that brick be used in key intersections only, not in the drive lanes, for the following 
reasons: 

• Cost of  material and installation

• Does not require tearing up other streets to gather material

• Drive lanes and bike/walking lanes will be smoother and easier to repair

• We believe this will have citizen buy-in because it honors the history of  the street without overspending, and it allows for 
more reasonable maintenance

• Historic brick should not be added to Broadway eastbound beginning at Ave E.

• Historic brick should not be added into sidewalks, or back of  curb.

• Historic brick should not be used in bike lanes and crosswalks.

• Historic brick should be incorporated into the street design.   



UDHPC Recommendations 
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• Don’t use Thurber brick where it wasn’t originally located.
• Don’t use east of  Ave E
• Don’t use on sidewalks. 

• Use Thurber brick as much as possible on the entire width of the street (i.e. curb to curb) to retain the 
historic image/sense of place of Broadway

• As a minimum use the Thurber brick on all drive/turn lanes
• Create a design that emphasizes/reinforces the image of  historic red brick from curb to curb. With a goal to minimize the 

use of  other colors/materials across the width of  the street.



UDHPC Recommendations Cont. 
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• If  Thurber brick can’t be used everywhere then prioritize its use:
• Highest priority: use the Thurber brick on all drive/turn lanes.
• Lesser acceptable priorities to consider if  Thurber bricks quantity is a concern or for significant engineering reasons:

• Consider a series of  center medians west of  Ave Q, since it had that initially. This could also slow traffic down. 
• Intersections: Consider using new brick pavers in the intersections much like what was done at City Hall. 
• Redefine “curb to curb” by moving where the curb is.

• Lubbock Heritage Society (LHS) Option #2: Separates bike lane from drive lanes with a raised curb, this bike 
pavement area could be typical concrete

• LHS Option #3: Puts bike lane on same plane as sidewalk
• Parallel parking/flex zone area (and bike lane if  not physically separated):

• new brick pavers of  similar color. Use of  brick here would mean that “patching” would not be noticeable.
• red colored concrete with frequent joint sections and require replacement of  an entire section when patched.

• Lastly, encourage the coordinated replacement of  utilities to be done when the street is being repaved to minimize “patching of  
new street” (regardless of  what paving material is being used).



UDHPC Recommendation Cont.
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UDHPC Recommendation Cont.
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UDHPC Recommendation Cont.
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UDHPC Recommendation Cont.
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Public Input Meeting Summary
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• Do you think the City should move forward with a project to rebuild Broadway?
• How important is each section of  Broadway from University Ave. to Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd?
• Which sections of  Broadway should be rebuilt and should the design be the same?
• What is the most important aspect of  Broadway (design aesthetic, maintaining historic brick, 

ride quality)?
• What materials should be used in the vehicular drive lanes (historic brick, brick pavers, 

asphalt/concrete)?
• What materials should be used in the intersections (historic brick, brick pavers, 

asphalt/concrete)?
• What materials should be used in the bike lanes (historic brick, brick pavers, asphalt/concrete)?
• Should new brick pavers be used instead of  historic brick, giving the look of  brick, but using 

new material?

Survey Questions



Survey Results
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• Survey Launched 05/15
• Survey Closed 06/13
• 3,389 Online Surveys
• 102 Hard Copies 
• 3,491 Surveys Total 



Survey Results Cont…
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Staff Recommendations 
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Questions?
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